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Painting Description
1. Identify the artwork
The painting is called the Maids of Honor (Las Meninas) and is the work of Diego Velazquez created in 1656.
2. Describe the subject matter
Las Meninas is a painting with a very large painting inside of it, that is the same size as the painting itself. The painting has a self-portrait of Velazquez himself in the act of painting the Maids of Honor itself. At the center of the painting is the princess attended by the maidens of honor, a dwarf, her governess and some other attendants. On the back wall is a mirror with a shiny surface, and a frame with the reflection of the queen and king of Spain who appears to be looking at the painting itself and thus the attention of the princess focus on us, but in real sense on the Queen and King.
3. Brief formal analysis
The composition of the painting is very rich. All the visual elements can be clearly perceived with the form taking the center stage of distinguishing all the aspects of the painting, the walls, the different people, the dog and shapes and contours guide their faces and the items entailed in the painting such as the maiden handing the princess a glass of water. The focal point is the princess. Anybody looking at the painting will focus on the princess in her beautiful dress with her maidens serving her. The light is artistically used, the foreground of the painting is full of light and dull colors and the light diminishes toward the background as it becomes dull and darker. The most interesting thing in this painting, is the self-portrait of the painter painting the painting itself. More intriguing is the mirror on the back wall reflecting the faces of the queen and king standing in front of the painting.
